A painting does not exist in darkness

How was it for you to work with/on paintings in New York, which were destined for St. Agnes in Cologne? Did the distance affect your work?

1) One of the issues for all artists is “distance”. It is the job of the artist to reduce, if not eliminate, distance. Whether the distance is emotional, spiritual, physical or cultural. Painting “Passage and Crossings” in New York, did not in any way dilute the intensity of my vision for St Agnes. From my first visit to St Agnes I felt I had a special bond with the church. I occupied that space, in Cologne, as I worked in my studio in New York.

What was your first impression, when you saw the paintings on the walls in St. Agnes.

2) My immediate reaction was elation. The work was literally elevated and transporting. Of course there was also a sense of relief, relief that my measurements, calculations and concepts had all worked. And then joy, joy that the paintings said so clearly what I wanted them to say.

You stayed for a couple of days in Cologne and had the chance to see the paintings several times in the church. What do you think? Does the church change your paintings? And do the paintings change St. Agnes.

3)  “Passage and Crossings” is a vision of the transitions and movement of the spirit in the course of a human life. The setting of this work in St Agnes amplifies this theme. The response of the community, coming and going in the church, completes the artwork. A painting does not exist in darkness. It lives in the light, both physical and metaphorical. My wife, Lily, and I visited and re-visited the church and my paintings many times. It seems to me that the triptych functions in the church in a similar way to the way the organ functions. That function is to assist and support the community with the focus of their faith.

Now you are back in New York. What is your strongest impression of your stay in Cologne? 
4) Now, back in New York, I feel that we have family in Cologne. That there is an element of the daily lives and relationships of people in Cologne that involves and includes us.

